
City of Santa Barbara Water Commission
April 20, 2017

Thomas Fayram, PE
Deputy Director 

SB County Public Works



Project History
 Authorized in 1948

 Constructed 1950-1956

 Water Agency signed 
original contract

 Water Agency renews 
contract in 1995 (25 
Year Term)

 Capital costs paid off 
in 2015
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Cachuma Project Contracts
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U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 

County of Santa Barbara

Park Managing Partner Agreement

County Water Agency 

Water Supply Contract

Montecito WD

SYRWCD ID1

Goleta WD

City of Santa 
Barbara

Carpinteria VWD

COMB

Operations 
Contract

CCWA

Warren Act 
Contract



Contract Issues

 Available Water / Safe Yield

 Term

 Water year (Change?)

 Evaporation

 Costs

 Grand Jury Report

 Other MU Issues
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Safe Yield / Stable Supply
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Cachuma Storage
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Water Agency Interactions
 Water availability

 Inflow projections

 Flood flow forecasting

 Reservoir volume 
surveys

 Payments towards 
capital costs

 Cloud Seeding
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Related Issues / Processes

 State Board Draft Order

 National Marine Fisheries 
Service Biological Opinion 

 All issues addressable 
within new contract

 Grand Jury Report
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Project Timeline

2016 – May 2017:

USBR and CMU Discussions

2017:
Technical Sessions with 

USBR

2017-2018: 
Environmental Docs & 

Draft Contract

2018-2019:
Contract Negotiations &

Sub-contracts
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Other Details
 Steering Committee

 Cachuma MU Managers

 CCRB

 SYRWCD (downstream)

 COMB
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 Public Input



Questions
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Thomas Fayram
Email: tfayram@cosbpw.net
805-568-3436

Thomas Fayram
Email:  tfayram@cosbpw.net


